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Objectives

WP1 aims to:

• Identify integrated and design-oriented approaches for Chinese and European 
cities, that maximise co-benefits between social, cultural, environmental and 
economic drivers.

• Provide recommendations for community building and social inclusiveness, 
through public engagement and education.

• Identify how to balance city future development with tangible and intangible 
cultural heritage.

• Identify opportunities for improvement of public spaces in specific case cities
and for impact on policy makers and future leaders.
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Tasks

Task 1.1: Community building through public engagement
(Lead: NTNU, Co-Lead: TSHA, Contributors: CAUPD, CASTED)

Task 1.2 More inclusive cities through education and digital innovation
(Lead: POLITO, Co-Lead: CASTED)

Task 1.3 Socio-economic values through heritage preservation
(Lead: NTNU, Co-Lead: CAUPD, Contributors: POLITO) 

Task 1.4 Place-making through design of public spaces
(Lead: POLITO, Co-Lead: TSHA, Contributors: NTNU, CASTED) 
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Work methodology

We established a critical glossary based on 60+ significant words and places, 
identyfing urban design approaches that can contribute to create socially 
integrative neighbourhoods. The comparison between EU and China has been 
done in a systematic way, through the preliminary identification of several “topics 
of comparison”.

• Words define a shared and common terminology vocabulary.

• Places show lessons learned from the perspective of the socially integrative 
potential of the experiments carried out so far.
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Results
1.1 – Community building through public engagement

Element of knowledge derived from the research activity.

• Differences are related to the scale and form of local organizations, and to what extent 
they are part of or work to build broader networks.

• Similarities are related to the fact that community initiatives in both China and EU are 
often based on volunteers, and that specific local meeting places are centers to 
community building.

• Both Chinese and European cases demonstrate collaboration between stakeholders across 
public and private sectors, academia and civil society
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Results
1.2 – More inclusive cities through education and digital innovation  

Element of knowledge derived from the research activity.

From the pedagogical and economical perspective, a social integrative city:
• should be an educating city, which uses formal and informal educational processes to 

promote the inclusion and integration of its inhabitants.
• promotes the identity of the community and the rights to lifelong education within the 

community.
• integrates people with different background.
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Results
1.3 – Socio-economic values through heritage preservation  

Element of knowledge derived from the research activity.

• in both Europe and in China, need of a special attention to to balance neighbourhood and 
city development with tangible and intangible cultural heritage.

• challenges connected to cultural heritage within urban transition: population pressure, 
development of policies of local economies.

• heritage preservation and touristic promotion, through practices such as culturally 
sensitive renovation and urban place-centering of designated sites and events.
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Results
1.4 – Place-making and design of public spaces 

Element of knowledge derived from the research activity.

• Attention to implicit assumption of a priori case studies, that already present elements of 
a socially integrative city, intended as successful process of urban transition. 

• process of disassembly of these case studies, trying to understand how it was possible to 
achieve satisfactory results in obtaining the so called ‘place-making’ phenomena.

• process of research carried out a posteriori trying to understand the origins, matrices and 
roots of that successful and recognizable point of arrival.
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Results
1.4 – Place-making through design of public spaces 
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Main Outputs
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Outlook

• Task 1.4 Workshop in Chengdu (Summer 2019) and other field-work, for 
developing the WP1 research contents (> link to WP4 online community).

• ULL Workshop in Jingdezhen (Autumn 2019) for testing research results in in 
coordination with WP5.

• WP1 Workshop in Prato (Spring 2020) for developing the WP1 research 
contents.

• D1.2 Comprehensive Atlas including visual stories of transformation, maps of 
approaches to optimize human and cultural drivers in sustainable urbanisation
(M30).

• D1.3 Recommendations as a comprehensive roadmap for community building, 
inclusive cities, place-making, including a catalogue of design and planning 
approaches (M33).
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